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REACH…

….is a reality

….has good concepts

….has flaws and loopholes

….is still controversial

….is work in progress

REACH = Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and restriction of CHemicals



REACH – it’s a long story

1999

Environment Council 
requests strategy for 
reform

2001

EU Commission
White Paper on new 
chemicals strategy

2005

EU Parliament plenary vote (1st 
reading) and EU member States 
(Council) find political agreement

REACH adopted
(EP 2nd reading and 
Council agreement)

2006 June
2007

REACH 
enters into
force

June
2008

ECHA
starts work

EU Commission
publishes draft
REACH proposal

2003 time



…and it still continues

• Continous REACH implementation (candidate list with high
concern chemicals and subsequent controls)

• registration process in several phases (finalised in 2018)
• ongoing interpretation and updates:

How to decide on 
confidentiality

claims?

Which 
data?

We need 
more 

exemptions

The PBT 
criteria 
should be 
revised!

What does 
“strictly 
controlled 
condition”
mean?

Are there safe 
levels for SVHC?



The 5 key NGO demands for a better EU 
chemicals policy (Copenhagen Charter, 2000)

A full right to know – including what chemicals are 
present in products

A deadline by which all chemicals on the market must have had 
their safety independently assessed. All uses should be approved
and demonstrated to be safe beyond reasonable doubt

A phase out of persistent or bioaccumulative chemicals

A requirement to substitute less safe chemicals with safer
alternatives

A commitment to stop all releases to the environment 
of hazardous substances by 2020



1. Play It Safe : Replace hazardous chemicals with safer alternatives 
whenever they exist.

2. Information improves trust: Provide sufficient safety data to 
identify harmful chemicals and safer alternatives.

3. A Legal Guarantee : Ensure that the chemical industry has the 
responsibility for the safety of their products (Duty of Care).

4. Transparency for consumer products: Establish a right to know for 
citizens.

Key priorities of NGOs (2006) for final REACH law



NGO coalition work: core group Brussels + EU wide n etworks

National networks in several EU countries: EEB, FOE, Greenpeace, HEAL, WECF, WWF 
(various initiatives, platforms, campaign tools)

WWF EPO
Brussels

ChemSec
Gothenburg



Partners and allies on specific issues 

European Trade Union Confederation

European Consumers’ Organisation

Progressive business

Animal welfare organisations



Summary brochure WWF DETOX campaign: 
http://wwf.panda.org/what_we_do/how_we_work/policy/wwf_europe_environment/initiatives/chemicals/
publications/?91920/DetoX-Campaigning-for-safer-chemicals



Joint NGO brochure: “Navigating REACH” 2006
http://wwf.panda.org/what_we_do/how_we_work/policy/wwf_europe_environment/in
itiatives/chemicals/publications/?115541/Navigating-REACH

Website WWF European Policy Office
http://wwf.panda.org/what_we_do/how_we_work/policy/wwf_europe_environment/in
itiatives/chemicals/

Website ChemSec and SIN list
http://www.chemsec.org/

European Chemicals Agency: 
http://echa.europa.eu

NGO demands, Copenhagen Charter 2000:
http://www.eeb.org/publication/2000/CCC_from_BEUC_corrected_EL_clean.pdf

Useful links
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Alert industry: your interests are at 
stake!

Communicate with regulators:
Benefits for business! 
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1. Increased access to information
2. Less exposure to liability claims
3. Lower costs for worker protection
4. Increased trust, secure reputation
5. Competitive advantages
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http://www.chemsec.org/list
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